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he concept is simple for some: Give an
independent group taxpayers’ money to
run a school. Let the group use innovative
ideas to reach students who otherwise
may be lost. But the execution can be
anything but that.

A three-month investigation by The Times of
the now-closed Right Step Academy of
Excellence — Shreveport’s only charter school
— revealed financial mismanagement,
allegations of a lack of school control and poor
academic performance.

Charter schools have been a mixed bag for
Louisiana: Some have shown successes, others
have been failures.

Right Step shut down when the state Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education pulled
its charter in August because of academic
problems. But those weren'’t the only woes
suffered by the school. More than three years
and $1.4 million after Right Step opened with
a prayer and a promise to give students a
second chance, its doors are closed and some
of its students are back in public schools. The
experiment, by many counts, was a failure.

Failed Caddo academy
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Jim Hudelson/The Times
Right Step teacher Lee Murphy speaks with a student
in this Oct. 5, 1999, photo.

The Money: A Comparison

The following list shows what the $1,357,480 in
taxpayer money used to fund Right Step Academy
could have bought the public school system.

1,357 classroom

Robert Ruiz/The Times
Airman 1st Class Leroy McFadden makes it to the front of
the line to receive his medical records from Staff Sgt. Jen-
nifer Melton as personnel from Barksdale Air Force Base pre-
pared Saturday for deployment. Members of the 2nd Main-
tenance Group will leave in the next few days to an undis-
closed location.

Barksdale
readies next
deployment

Base buzzes

From Staff Reports

Barksdale Air Force Base
was abuzz with activity Satur-
day as hundreds of men and
women who tend to its B-52
bombers prepared to deploy to
the Pacific. They filled out pa-
perwork, got shots, took care
of personal and legal affairs
and picked up their mobiliza-
tion processing bags — “mo-
bags” for short — to be ready

with activity

to hop on a plane and head for
action literally at a moment’s
notice.

The action at Barksdale was
just one facet of a picture of ac-
tivity happening in the streets
of Shreveport and other cities
around the world as nations
and their peoples rally in favor
of — and against — possible
war against Iraq and over es-
calating tensions over North
Korea.

PAGE 1B: Barksdale prepares its troops for war, pictures

and more

PAGE 1B: War protesters rally in front of U.S. Courthouse

in downtown Shreveport

PAGE 18A: Throngs in cities around the world protest
threat or war, say give peace a chance

PAGE 19A: United States, Britain begin reworking
resolution to soften call for war in Iraq.
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