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How Class of 2011 scored
Scores released by the Louisiana Department of
Education show local districts are at a stalemate
when it comes to the ACT (American College Test).
The numbers show how northwest Louisiana high
school students fared on the test in 2010
compared to 2011. Highest score possible is 36.
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By Mary Nash-Wood
mwood@shreveporttimes.com

Caddo Parish Public School students
who took the ACT as part of the class
of 2011 saw no change from their 2010
counterparts, while other districts such
as DeSoto scores took a slight dip, ac-
cording to information released by the
Louisiana Department of Education.
In Caddo, the ACT (American College

Test) results stayed at the 2010 average
of 19.8, while DeSoto saw a decrease to
17.1, down one point from 2010. Web-
ster’s results also showed a drop from
18.7 in 2010 to 18.6 this year.
“Our scores had been gradually ris-

ing since 2007; however, this year, we
had many more students taking the test
that were not necessary college bound
taking the test,” DeSoto Superintendent
Walter Lee said. “As a test for college
readiness, that ended up lowering our
scores. Of course you don’t ever like to
see any drop; however, we recognize
where the problem is and will be put-
ting in place more ACT prep than in the
past and aligning our Career Compass
teachers with our counselors to better
help students.”
According toACT, the test is designed

to assess a high school students’ general
educational development and their abil-
ity to complete college-level work. The
highest possible ACT score is a 36.
Bossier Parish Public Schools is the

only in northwest Louisiana to show an
increase, moving from 20.2 in 2010 to
20.4 this year.
“We’re very pleased with our ACT

scores this year and the continued
growthwe are seeing,”Bossier Superin-
tendent D.C. Machen said. “Our schools

ACT scores
mixed bag
for local
districts

By Vickie Welborn
vwelborn@shreveporttimes.com

MINDEN — The seemingly
unimportant will become im-
portant in the coming months
as newly named Webster Par-
ish Schools Superintendent
Steve Dozier works with the
staff to whittle expenditures
and shore up the bleeding
budget.
Dozier, whose official start

date is Thursday, listened in
Tuesday evening as the School
Board got its first official
look at the 2011-12 operating
budget.
Even though it’s two months

into the fiscal year, the board
typically holds off on budget
approval until just before the
Sept. 15 deadline to submit the
document to the state educa-
tion department.

Dozier was concerned with
what he heard, even though
the bottom line was not in the
red like a year ago. FinanceDi-
rectorCrevonneOdomsaid the

School Board
will avoid a def-
icit by dipping
into its fund
balance. But
doing so drops
that figure,
whichwas about
$10 million six
years ago, to

$5.1 million. And it could spi-
ral downward even more to
$3.5 million once midyear ad-
justments aremade in the state
funding formula. Blamed for
the additional reduction is the
loss of 231 students when com-
pared to last year’s totals.
The majority of losses are in

north Webster Parish, where
radical changes were made to
the schools in this year’s re-
structuring plan. Odom an-
ticipates the adjustment to
Minimum Foundation Pro-
gram funding will mean about
$1.2 million less this year,
bringing the expected state
revenue to $34 million.
“We definitely have to get a

handle on it,”Dozier said of the
dwindling financial cushion.
“We need to find cuts we can
make to reduce expenditures
so the fund balance can stabi-
lize. … So small cuts that don’t
seem like they are important
will be important. We’ll start
that immediately.”
Odom reminded the board

that at this time last year she
was projecting a $4 million
deficit. But over the next six

months, the staff and board
members agonized over so-
lutions that ultimately led to
school closures in Minden and
Doyline, reconfiguring of el-
ementary grades in Minden
and consolidation of schools
in Springhill, Sarepta, Shon-
galoo and Cotton Valley. Addi-
tionally, 20 employees retired
and an additional 30 resigned,
and a salary freeze was put in
place.
However, “If we hadn’t tak-

en the steps we did this year, it
would be much worse,” Odom
said of the low fund balance.
“We still have aways to go, and
we’ll be working on that.”
The budget as presented

includes $68.5 million in all
funds, with $48.4 million in the
general fund and $20million in
the special funds budget.

Webster takes steps to balance budget

By Adam Duvernay
aduvernay@shreveporttimes.com

Another local couple is dead
after a husband gunned down
his wife and then himself
Tuesday.
BossierCity police are inves-

tigating that city’s second and
the area’s fourth murder-sui-
cide of the year after two bod-
ies were found in the parking
lot of the First Baptist Church
in the 2800 hundred block of
East Texas Street about 5:45
p.m. Tuesday.
Police and fire crews re-

sponded to calls of a shooting
and found Allan Corby Hal-
tom, 45, of Haughton, and his
estranged wife, Angela Gaye
Haltom, 44, both shot dead.
Detectives believe Allan

Haltom parked his car next to
his wife’s and waited for her
to leave the church day care
where she was employed. De-
tectives said he shot her while
sitting in his vehicle and then
shot himself.
Church personnel told police

no children were in the day
care or parking lot at the time
of the shooting.
The day care will be closed

today.
The investigation is still on-

going, Bossier City spokesman
Mark Natale said.
At least a half-dozenwitness-

es were taken from the scene
during the earliest stages of in-
vestigation, Natale said. They
were interviewed at the police
station later.
Police haven’t released amo-

tive for the killings, and Na-
tale said Bossier City police

have no records of domestic
violence between the two. He
said detectives are looking for
any reports filed by other local
agencies to help explain the in-
cident.
However, Bossier Clerk of

Court filings show that Angela
GayeHaltom filed divorce pro-
ceedings against her husband
June 6 and three days later ob-
tained a protective restraining
order against him.
The same filings showed that

protective order expired Tues-

day. She renewed the order,
which was to have been in ef-
fect through Nov. 15.
CaddoDistrict Court records

show that Allan Corby Haltom
married Angela Gaye Dake in
September 1986.
Tuesday’s murder-suicide is

the fourth in the Shreveport-
Bossier City area this year. In
every case, the husband mur-
dered his wife before taking
his own life.
In the other three instanc-

es, the bodies were found later

with no witnesses.
Local pastor and business-

man theRev.Willie Guiden, 60,
killed his wife, Jane Guiden,
and then himself in early
June.
Just more than a month

later and only about a mile
away from the Guidens’ south
Shreveport home, Ryan Doug-
las, 40, killed his wife, Carolyn
Douglas, and then himself in
their home.

People wait Tuesday evening while officials investigate a murder-suicide at First Baptist Church in
Bossier City. Two people were killed in the parking lot. Go to shreveporttimes.com to view a photo
gallery. VAL HORVATH DAVIDSON/THE TIMES

2 dead in shooting
Day care worker killed in fourth murder-suicide

Dozier

See MURDER, Page 10
See ACT, Page 10
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