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EDITORIAL

Editorial Board

PSC’s decision
the right move
for right reason
Foster Campbell, chairman of the Louisiana Public Ser-

vice Commission, probably felt a little like a Don Quix-
ote earlier this month as he fought a battle that many in
the state, quite frankly, just didn’t get. After all, reducing
the amount inmates are assessed when making phone calls
from prisons doesn’t directly affect most of us.
But on Dec. 12, the PSC unanimously voted to do just

that and drop rates 25 percent over the next two years.
It was the right move for the right reasons. And on Fri-

day, that decision received added validation when the FCC
announced it might also change its rules governing rates
for inmate telephone calls that cross state lines. Again,
excessive rates are the major complaint, not necessarily
from inmates, but rather the friends and families who pay
to remain in touch with their incarcerated loved ones.
“We now have validation of the unanimous vote of the

Louisiana PSC to lower inmate calling charges by 25 per-
cent and end the illegal practice of adding fees and charg-
es to the phone bills of inmate families,” Campbell said in
a news release. “Louisiana has corrected an unjust, unrea-
sonable and unfair situation, and now the federal govern-
ment is looking at the cost of calls that cross state lines.”
Currently, charges for inmate calls in Louisiana can be

as much as 15 times higher than what one would pay in the
“regular” world.
Actions like those of the PSC earlier this month to re-

duce the high cost of inmate telephone calls wasn’t neces-
sarily about doing a favor for those who find themselves
incarcerated in Louisiana; it was an action to do the right
thing, plain and simple.
No one expects to give convicted criminals special treat-

ment. Just fair treatment. We literally have a captive au-
dience usually charged unnecessary and often unfair fees
and charges on top of an excessive by-minute bill most of
us in the general public would not accept in today’s com-
petitive telecommunications market.
Campbell said the average cost for inmate calls in Loui-

siana is about $3 for a 10-minute call. For the same length
of calls in Texas, the cost is $2.68; in Florida, $1.21; and in
New York state, 48 cents.
During testimony given at a November PSC hearing on

the issue, ministers and family members spoke about the
hardships born from this situation.
Saying prisons and phone service providers should

“make a living, not a killing,” the Rev. Dan Krutz, an Epis-
copal priest who serves as director of the Interfaith Coun-
cil pointed out: “I cannot believe Jesus would come away
and say, ‘We need to take care of our bottom line.’”
The PSC’s rate reduction only applies to collect calls

placed to family, legal counsel, clergy or certain govern-
ment agencies such as schools.
In the end, this isn’t about prisoners at all. Indeed, this

is simply about ensuring that a public entity contracts
with a company offering a common service at a fair price.
There’s nothing fair about excessive pricing — just be-
cause we can — when it’s not justified by the services be-
ing provided. Traditionally, when a public entity seeks a
contract, it tries to get the better deal or the best price.
That’s not happening in the current situation. Change was
warranted.
We’ve no doubt the PSC did the right thing here. The PSC

performed the job it was created to do.

Rep. John Fleming should
help the middle class
If I had an opportunity to

speak to U.S. Rep. John Flem-
ing in person, with all due re-
spect, I would say I am very dis-
appointed that he feels he does
not have an obligation to repre-
sent all people of Louisiana. As
it appears, he has chosen to rep-
resent just the wealthy ones.
If he hasn’t noticed, Louisiana
does not have a majority of its
residents earning more than
$250,000. But with Rep. Felm-
ing’s support for the persons
who are in that category, the ma-
jority of his constituents will
receive higher taxes causing a
real hardship.
I just retired, and I do not

have a big pension in place. I’ve
heard seniors before say they
have to choose between medi-
cine and food. I never realized
I’d have to do the same thing.
But it is real. I have a bud-
get that already has no wiggle
room in it. I have looked to seek
where I can cut back. So far, I
can lose my monthly hair dress-
er $85, monthly home pest con-
trol $87, newspaper $12, food
$20, and take ½ of my prescrip-
tion medicine monthly $50. That
is a total of $254, probably less
than what some of Rep. Flem-
ing’s friends pay for lunch. With
a tax increase, a planned insur-
ance increase, and increases on
other things I don’t know about
yet, I have no idea how I will be
able to survive.
I must say I do not grudge any

one for being affluent, but if I
were in a position to help oth-
ers, I surely would. I challenge
Rep. Fleming to live on my sala-
ry for one month. I believe then
he would understand how the 99
percent of his constituents real-
ly live.
This is a season considered

one for the spirit of giving by
many. So, I hope Rep. Fleming
can find it in his heart to give a
gift to the middle class by vot-
ing to not raise taxes on his mid-
dle class constituents.

— Emma Shepard
Shreveport

Tech president-elect
expresses thanks
I was tremendously honored

to be selected as the 14th presi-
dent of Louisiana Tech Univer-
sity by the University of Louisi-
ana System Board. I deeply ap-
preciate each one who offered
encouragement and support to
Kathy, me, and our family dur-
ing this process. We have been
overwhelmed by all of the pos-
itive encouragement that we
have received from friends at
the university, in the communi-
ty, across the region, and from
the greater Tech Family.
Your strong support has in-

spired us to work even more fer-
vently to continue the advance-
ment of Louisiana Tech as a
great institution that serves the
citizens of Louisiana and brings
exceptional value to all of its
stakeholders. We are blessed
to have inherited an institution

that has been developed through
visionary leadership, by deep-
ly committed faculty and staff,
and with the support of an in-
tensely loyal group of alumni
and friends. Louisiana Tech’s
success has always been mea-
sured by the success of its stu-
dents, and we have a long record
of graduates who have emerged
from the Halls of the Red and
Blue to be exceptional lead-
ers in their professions and ma-
jor contributors to society. Our
students will continue to be our
first priority, and we will always
strive to provide them with an
education that is second to none.
Kathy and I look forward to

serving our institution in this
new capacity. We are most
grateful to Dan and Linda Re-
neau for their exceptional ded-
ication and service to Louisi-
ana Tech University. They have
been tremendous friends and
mentors to Kathy and me. We
hope to share the same level of
enthusiasm and hospitality with
you that they have blessed all of
us with over the past three de-
cades.
We look forward to meeting

with you as individuals and as
groups in the coming months as
we get to know our Tech Fami-
ly even better, and we send our
wishes to you and yours for a
blessed holiday season.
Thank you all for giving us

this opportunity.
— Les and Kathy Guice

Ruston

I have been reading about how
the NRA is being blamed for the
death of those sweet innocent
kids at the Sandy Hook school
shooting. I feel for the families.
My heart breaks for them.
No one deserves to have his or

her child taken at such a young
age. However, you cannot blame
the NRA for the death of those
kids. You cannot blame the gun;
blame the person.
First, if you take a gun out and

sit it on a table, it will never go
off on its own. It takes a person
pulling the trigger. If you can
blame the gun, I can blame the
spoon for making me fat, and
I can blame my pencil for mis-
spelled words. What happened
to taking personal responsibil-
ity? That is what’s wrong with
America; they refuse to take
personal responsibility.
What does the Second Amend-

ment say “the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms, shall not
be infringed”? The NRA is doing
nothing less than defending the
Constitution and everything this
country’s founders wanted. Well,

if they can repeal the Second
Amendment, for us gun owners,
women, you better watch out be-
cause they can repeal the 19th

Amendment.
African-Amer-

icans watch out
because they can
repeal the 13th
through 15th
Amendments.
Young people,
they can repeal
the 26th Amend-
ment.
That is why we

have our Second Amendment
right — to stop a radical and ty-
rant government from taking
voting rights away from women
and allow slavery again.
If they take away your right to

bear arms, you no longer have
the right to stop a government
from doing things like what I
listed.
I am so tired of the intoler-

ance of the left. They are try-
ing to destroy the nation and our
Constitution. We have the rights,
given by our creator, and only

our creator can take those rights
away. The last time I checked,
the Democratic Party was not
the creator of the universe. Al-
mighty God is!
When the people no longer

have the right to bear arms,
they are nothing but subjects to
the government.
That is why we have our

rights to bear arms, “That when-
ever any form of government
becomes destructive to these
ends, it is the right of the people
to alter or to abolish it, and to in-
stitute new government, laying
its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their safety
and happiness.”
You might say, “This sounds

radical.”
Well I guess calling the Dec-

laration of Independence is rad-
ical, I got that quote straight
from our founding fathers.
I am a proud lifetime NRA

member.

Parker G. Ward lives in Shreveport.

Our rights are under attack

Parker
Ward

Guest Columnist
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